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Neuroendocrine Research at Dana-Farber Cancer Institute

CARING FOR CARCINOID RESEARCH FUNDS



Overview

Just as the bridge that connects Dana-Farber Cancer Institute’s clinics with its research
labs, so too has the Caring for Carcinoid Foundation joined the Institute’s clinical and
research efforts into carcinoid tumors. These rare gastrointestinal malignancies — the
American Cancer Society estimates between 3,000-5,000 new diagnoses of this malignancy
each year — typically go undetected in their early stages. Thanks to two generous gifts
from the Foundation, Dana-Farber physician-scientists are conducting innovative research,
with the goals of developing effective methods of earlier detection, preventive treatment

and new therapies.

At Dana-Farber, the clinical research of Matthew Kulke, MD, and the laboratory research
of Ramesh Shivdasani, MD, PhD, have been linked in a unique collaboration that
addresses the mission of the Caring for Carcinoid Foundation: accelerating a cure for
carcinoid cancer by combining multiple disciplines—genetic, molecular and clinical
research. This translational research, which is Dana-Farber’s hallmark, promises to outline
the key pathways of neuroendocrine cell growth, with an eye towards the development of
mnovative, targeted therapies to treat these malignancies.

Highlights

e Dr. Kulke has expanded one of the nation’s only databases built solely for the
collection of clinical data and specimens of neuroendocrine tumors. Genomic data
culled from these specimens are illuminating the genetic underpinnings of malignancy.

e In an effort to exploit multiple vulnerabilities within carcinoid tumors simultaneously,
Dr. Kulke has conducted a clinical trial of a treatment regimen combining an oral
chemotherapy agent with an anti-angiogenic drug.

® The research laboratory of Dr. Shivdasani is tracking the target cell of origin for
carcinoid tumors in normal human and mouse intestinal tissues. Additionally, he and
his colleagues are refining available investigational tools in order to carry out further
genetic analyses of primary carcinoid tumors.






